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The humble Petition of diverſe wel-affefted WEOME N, 0; } Cities of London and Weſtminſter, che Borrongh of | 


Southwark, Hamblets, and places adjacent, Aﬀefters ani Approvers of the Petition of Sept. 11.1648. 


SHEWETH, : | | 

at ſince weare afſured of our Creation in theimage of God,and o' anintereft in Chriſt,equall un- 
to men, as alſo of a proportionable ſhare inthe freedoms of this Common wealth, we cannot but 
wonder and grieve that we ſhould appear ſodeſpicable in your eyes, as to be thought unworthy 
to Petition, or repreſent our Grievances to this Honourable Houſe. 

Have we not an equal intereſt with th&men of this Nation, in thoſe liberties and ſecurities 
contained in the Petition of Right, and otheq the good Lawes of che Land ? are any of our lives, 
limbs, liberties, or goods to be taken from us more then from Men, but by due proceſſe of Law, 
and conviction oftwelve ſworn men of the Neighbourhood 2 - — 

And can you imagine us to be ſottiſh or ſtupid, as not to perceive, or not to be ſencible when daily-thofe ſtrong 
defences of our Peace and wellfare are broken down, and trod nnder-foot by force and arbitrary power. 


- 


Would you have us keep at home in our hoaſes, when men of ſuch faithfulnes . and integrity as the FOUR PRI- | 


SONERS our freinds inthe Tower, are fetcht,out of their beds, and forced out of their houſes by Souldiers,to the 
affrighting and undoing of themſelves, their wives, children, and families? Are not our husbands, or ſelves, our 
children and families by the ſame rule, as lyableto the like unjuſt cruelties as they ? 

Shall ſuch men as Capt. Bray be made cloſe priſoners,and ſuch as Mr. Sawyer ſnatcht up and carryed away, beaten 
and buffetted at the pleaſure of ſome Othcers of the Army ; and ſuch as Mr. Z/axck kept cloſe Priſoner, and after 
moſt barbarous uſage be forced to runthe Gantlop, and be moſtſlave-like and cruelly whipt ; and mult we keep at 
home in our houſes, as if we, our lives and liberties and all, were.not concerned. 

Nay ſhall ſuch valiant religious men as Mr. Rebert Lockeyer be lyable to Law Martiall, and be judged by his Ad- 
verſaries, and moſt unhumanly ſhot to death ? Shall the bloodof War be ſhed intime of Peace? Doth not the word 
of God expreſly eondemnit ? Doth not che Perition of Right declare, Thar no perſon ought tobe judged by Law Marti- 
all (except in time of War) and that all Commiſſions given to execute Martiall Law in time of Peace, are contrary \to the 
Lawes and Statutes of the Lana? Doth not Sir Eaw. Cooke in his chapter of Murder,in the third part of his /»ſftitures, 
hold it for good Law (and fince acknowledged by this Parliament) That for a Gener all, or other Officers of an Army in 
time of Peace, toput any man (although a Souldier ) to death by colour of Martial LaW, it is abſolute murther in that Ge- 
»erall > And hath it not by this Houſe in the caſe of the late Earl of Srrafferd been adjudged high Treaſon ? And are 
we Chriſtians, and ſhall we fit ſtill and keep at home, while ſuch men as have born continuall teſtimony againſt the 


ſhew no ſence of their ſufferings, no rendernes of atfections, no Dowell Or compainon, ons 7 £7 Sega _ 


gainſt ſo abominable cruelty andinjuſtice ? - 

Have ſuch men at theſe continually hazarded their lives, ſpent their eſtates and time, loſt their liberties, been as a 
Guard by day, and as a Watch by night ; and when for this they are introuble and greateſt danger, perſecuned and 
hated even tothedeath ; and ſhould we be ſo baſely ungratefull, as to negle& them in the day of their aMiRion ? 


No, far be it from us: Let it be accounted folly, preſumption, madnes, or whatſoever in us, whilſt we have life and 


breath, we will never leave them, nor forſake them, nor ever ceaſe to importune you (having yet ſo much hopes of 


you, as of the unjuſt Judge mentioned Zzke 18.to obtain Juſtice, if not for Juſtice ſake, yet for Importunity, ) or ' 


ro uſeany other means for the enlargment and reparation of thoſe of them that are left alive ; and for juſtice againſt 
ſuch as have been the cauſe of Mr. Lockiers death ; Nor will we ever reſt until we have prevailed, that We, our buſ- 
bands, Friends, and Servants,may not be liable to be abuled, violated, and butchered atmens Wills and pleaſures. 
But if nothing will ſatisfy but the bloud of thoſe juſt men, thoſe conſtant undanted Afſerters of the Peoples free- 
doms will ſatisfy your thirſt, drink alſo, and be glutted with our bloud, and let us all fall together : Take the blood 
of one more, and take all: ſlay one, ſlay all. 

And therefore again, weentreate you to review our laſt Petition in behalf of our friends above mentioned, and 
not to {light the things therein contained, becauſe they are preſented unto you by the weake hand of Weomen, it 
being an uſuall thing with God, by weak meanes to work mighty effets: For weare no whit ſatisfied with the an- 
{wer you gave unto our Husbands and Friends, but do equally remaine lyable to thoſe ſnares laid in your Declara- 
tion, which maketh the Abetters, of the Book laid to our Freinds charge, no leſle then Traytors, when as hardly a- 
ny diſcourſe can be touching the affairs of the preſent times, but falls within the compaſſe of that Book : So that all 
liberty of Diſcourſe is thereby utterly taken away, then which there can be no greater ſlavery. x 

Nor ſhall we be ſatisfied; how ever you deal with our Friends,except you free them from under their preſent ex- 
trajudicall impriſunment and force upon them, and give them full Reparations for their forceable Attachment,8c 


And leave them from firſtto laſt, to be proceeded againſt by due Proceſle of Law, and give them yeſpe& fromYyoi bor 356 


anſwerable to their good and faithfull Service to the Common-wealth. 

- Our houſes being made worſe then Priſons to us, and our Lives worſe then death ; the ſight of our Eusbands and 
Children, matter of grief, ſorrow, and affiitionto us, until you grant our deſires, and therefore, if ever you intend 
any good to this miſerable Nation. harden nor your hearts againlt Petitioners, ngx deny usin things ſo evidently juſt 
and reaſonable, as you would not be dihonourablero allPoſterity, oo 0 © 


